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chosen, some out of weakness, some out of strength, the way of
peace, i.e., voluntary suffering.

If the people are behind the sufferers, the Government must
yield or be overthrown. If the people are not with them they have
at least the satisfaction of not having sold their freedom. In an
armed conflict, the more violent is generally the victor. The way of
peace and suffering is the quickest method of cultivating pubHc
opinion, and, therefore, when victory is attained, it is for what the
world regards as Truth. Bred in the atmosphere of law-courts,
Lord Reading finds it difficult to appreciate the peaceful resis-
tance to authority. His Excellency will learn by the time the con-
flict is over that there is a higher court than courts of justice, and
that is the court of conscience. It supersedes all other courts.

Lord Reading is welcome to treat all the sufferers as lunatics,
who do not know their own interest. He is entitled, therefore, to
put them out of harm's way. It is an arrangement that entirely
suits the lunatics and it is an ideal situation if it also suits the Gov-
ernment. He will have cause to complain if, having courted im-
prisonment, non-co-operators fret and fume or "whine for favours"
as Lalaji puts it. The strength of a non-co-operator lies in his
going to jail uncomplainingly. He loses his case if, having court-
ed imprisonment, he begins to grumble, immediately his courtship
is rewarded.

The threats used by His Excellency are unbecoming. This
is a fight to the finish. It is a conflict between the reign of violence
and of public opinion. Those who are fighting for the latter are
determined to submit to any violence rather than surrender their
opinion.

Young India, 15-12-1921

7.   MUNICIPALITIES IN TROUBLE
The municipalities of Ahmedabad, Nadiad and Surat are
again in trouble about their education departments.1 The Govern-
ment intends to declare the municipalities unfit to run the de-
partments and then take over their administration. It has, there-
fore, issued notices to the three municipalities to the effect that it
will take over the control of their education departments unless they
1 These municipalities had decided to impart national education in their
schools and to refuse Government grants; for Nadiad Municipality's decision,
vide Vol. XIX, pp. 340-1.